THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


September 29, 1886 


The Home. • 

Of all thy promises, O Christ, 

This sometimes seemB the best — 
"Come to me, ye that labor, 

And I will give you rest." 
We get so tired, we cannot care 

For many things. We creep, 
• Like weary children, near to thee, 

And only pray to sleep. 

We have been strong to dare and do; 

We have gone forth to fight ; 
With force that led to victory, 

Have striven for the right. 
Where thou hast called us we have gone, 

With gladsome steps and free ; 
But what can worn out hearts and hands 

Avail to do for thee ! 

We have gone forth to work among 

Thy busy servants, Lord ; 
Oh, pleasant were the merry songs 

We wang with sweet accord 1 
But night comes after the long day, 

Ana we, by care oppreBt, 
Come to thee, Master, in the dark 

And ask for leave to rest. 

Oh, Jtsus, thou wast weary too, 

And thou wilt understand 
Why the unfinished tasks are put 

From out the nerveless hand. 
We thank the for thy patient love 

Thut gives to us its best ; 
We turn from all the world beside, 

And come to thee for rest, 

— Marianne Farningham. 


The Relation of Churches. 


HY JOHN NICHOLSON. 

U the church of Christ one large congregation 
composed of many branches? If the church is 
composed of branches, where or which is the main 
and parent stock, planted by Jesus Christ and 
cultivated by the Apostles, from which these 
branches grow. If that Is still alive I would have 
a desire to be engrafted into it. If it is dead what 
keeps the branches alive. Let us turn to Roman* 
12 : 3, S : For I say, through the grace given 
unto ran to every man who is among you not to 
think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think, but to think soberly according as God hath 
dealt to every man the rmasure of faith. For as 
we have many members in one body and all the 
members have not the same office, so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ ; and every one mem- 
Ikts one o( another. Now who were these mem- 
bers of Christ's body? Was it the different 
churches which were all united to make one body. 
or was it the individual members of the one 
church at Rome to which Paul was writing ? It 
was every man among them, verse 3rd. It was 
individual church members that were members of 
his body which body was their own church, not 
different churches who were members or branches 
of some great ecclesiastical assembly. 

Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, ij : 23, says, 
"For the husband is the head of the wife, when as 
Christ is the head of the church," and he is the 
Savior of the body. This furnishes the key to the 
right understanding of the whole passage. Christ 
is the head of this church, which he loved, for 
which he died and which he will sanctify and save 
just as the husband is the head of the wife. The 
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church. Now, what is here meant by 
the wife? Are all the wives in the whole world 
considered collectively, as making one great uni- 
versal wife? Not at all, the wife is put as a rep- 
resentative word. It stands as the general name 
or tells of married women. It does not gather all 
married women into one wife, but simply means 
that every wife of the whole multitude has her 
own husband for her own guide. Just so is 
Christ the head, the Savior and the ruler of his 
church. As the wife here does not mean all wives 
in one, so the church cannot mean all churches in 
one. The meaning is that each and every true 
church of the whole multitude of churches is con- 
nected to Christ by a union so intimate and tender 
that it resembles that between the husband and 
wife. True, indeed, it is, as though every church 
were a part of his very self, bone of his bone and 
flesh of his flesh. 
Again Paul says, The unbelieving husband is 


sanctified by the wife cannot possibly mean that 
all the unbelieving husbands in the world are to be 
regarded as constituting one husband, who is sancti- 
fied by one wife ; but only that each and every un- 
belieying husband stands in this relative to his be- 
lieving wife. 

Let us go to Jerusalem and there see the insti- 
tution as they are exemplified and illustrated by 
the actual organization as it was first established 
in the city where Christ was crucified and from 
which he assended to glory. The Apostles and 
the Elders whom he had instructed with his own 
model are members of it and upon them he first 
sends down His Holy Spirit to bring to their re- 
membrances all that he taught them. This organ- 
ization was Christ's church. This church never 
subjected any other to itself and never subjected 
itself to any other within its limits, nor became 
included in the limits of any other. It never be- 
came the church of Judea. But it was surrounded 
by the churchen which were in Judea, eaeh of 
which was independent. Each of them was as 
much a church as it was itselt. It stood independ- 
ent, acknowledging subjection to none but Christ 
When other churches were formed at Antioch, 
Corinth and Colosse, each of them was independ- 
ent and complete within itself as the one at Jeru- 
salem. Therefore we find the church of Christ 
actually to have been a local assembly of baptized 
believers, meeting by his authority to administer 
his ordinances and transact the business of his 
kingdom in his name. The church of Christ ts 
the visible judiciary and executive in his visible 
kingdom. During the lifetime of Christ, the king- 
dom was established but the church, as the execu- 
tive ol the kingdom, was not needful for the king 
himself was present and acted as his own execu- 
tive, lie did not call a church meeting, much less 
a conference or a convention, because somebody 
wanted to have somebody churched. No ; when 
the women were brought to Christ in order that 
he might set in judgment on her case he said, go 
and sin no more, lust a worse thing come upon 
thee. He did not condemn her. Christ come not 
to condemn, but to save. 

Now if the church of Jesus Christ is a local, 
independent assembly, containing within itself all 
that is requisite to constitute it a complete church, 
then it must follow of course, that those executive 
combinations, which are called churches, cannot be 
churches of Jesus Christ for they are not such 
local and independent organizations, but vast com- 
binations of mutually dependent and subordinate 
societies. Therefore the church of Christ, is not 
any such eoiqbi nation, whether that combination 
includes apart, or whether it includes the whole ot 
the professed disciples of Christ that are in the 
whole world ; because the church as we find it in 
the Bible was not a combination of any churches, 
either more or less than that eaeh church was com- 
plete in itself, and independent of alt others. 

Nearly all churches have conventions, associa- 
tions, and conferences in this our day. If they are 
held as a mere creature of the church, formed for 
the more effectual execution of the plans which the 
churches entertain for the furtherance of the great 
objects of Christian benevolence, &c, they may do. 
But should they be held like some conferences or 
Presbyteries arc held, the Lord and Master of 
the church, then, what is to be done? The mem- 
bers of such a church may do like a recent letter 
writer says the people in France have to vote. He 
says, We have entire freedom to vote. A ticket is 
prepared for us by the government and we may 
vote it if we please. But if wc do not like the 
ticket we can abstain from voting. 

The authority of the associatious can never go 
behind its own coiistruction. Associations some- 
times forget this and act as though they were not 
merely advisory, but legislative or judicial bodies. 
Will, whatever those conventions or associations 
may be or what ever power they may have, it is 
sufficient to know that the Brethren church in its 
organization, taking the Bible and the Bible alone 
tor its discipline, is bo far independent of it, that 
it is entirely free to unite with it or to stand apart 
from it. 

Hudson, Iowa, Aug. 19. 


Giving. 

The subject of giving as the Lord has prospered 
us, is a matter we should often meditate on. As a 
rule we banish from our thoughts the subject of 
lending to the Lord. No money will bring more 
solid comfort to the soul here, or larger interest 
Neither wilt the donor feel poorer in pocket or 
spirit, for giving to a good cause with an honest 
heart and goodwill. 

We venture the assertion many feel miserable 
because they are so saving of earthly goods for 
their own use, and many wish they had more be- 
nevolence and chaity, and were liberal-hearted 
naturally. 

The tenth was freely given by those of old, and 
to-day, because we are not positively commanded 
to give the tenth, but rather as the Lord has pros- 
pered us, which may easily mean eyen more than 
that, we — yea, you and I dear reader — take 
advantage ot that Scripture and do not give as the 
Lord prospers ; but rather as we feel loth. Is it 
not true, "we have robbed Ood in tithes and offer- 
ings ?" Is it not really a Bhame the Lord's cause 
goes begging, whilst wealth and honor, fashion and 
giddiness prevail to an alarming extent. Look at 
the donations in olden times to build an ark, to 
the Lord ; look at Solomon's Temple; look, my 
reader — read again — and see if you do not feel to 
donate of your wealth. The Lord has loaned you 
and his cause should not suffer as it now does. 

Oh we, ministers, call for the Lord's portion as 
his faithful Bte wards— or ye shall receive an un- 
welcome plaudit for your work or stewardship. 
Oh ye rich in this world's goods, your gold is be- 
comiug cankered, your riches eat as a moth. Ye 
must pass away soon. How have y e decreed the 
Lord's portion to be used ? Surely not for your 
sons and daughters ? Else how can ye meet the 
Judge of the quick and dud. Lo, have you be- 
queathed the Lord's portion ? It is not yours — who 
has the charge of same after your decease ? God has 
given you a mind free of disease, and time to will the 
same to his work in the cause of Missions, foreign or 
home ; .educational institutions for the benefit of 
poor homelass ones. What disposition ye make ? 
He holds you accountable as stewards here on earth. 
What account can you give? If favorable now, it 
will be hereafter, but if not, I charge ye, beware 
of the sentence holy writ does pronounce no 
unfaithful men and women. 

Consider these things and divide aB the Lord 
prospers on the beginning of each week, as Paul 
directs. 

H. P. Bhinkwoth. 


By doing good with his money a man, as it were, 
stamps the image of Ood upon it, and makes both 
pass current in the merchandize of heaven. 


Big Trees. 

Our party numbered fourteen ; namely, Eld. J 
P. Wolfe, bis wife Annie, their thr^e daughters, 
Mamie, Laura and Rua, and their son Homer ; 
Bro. Elias Bickly of Waterloo, Iowa, and his wife 
Rebecca, and their son Willie ; Milo Wolfe, Bro. 
Wm. Plu turner ; J. W. Beer and his wile Hannah 
E, and our daughter Sadie. After the necessary 
preliminary arrangements we Btarted on Friday, 
Aug. fith, passing through Stockton, where we 
halted long enough to get feed for our horses, and 
provision, ammunition, hooks and lines, &c, for 
ourselves. About one mile east of the city we 
found a good camping place and pitched our tents 
for the night. Some of our party were accustomed 
to tent life, and, of course, knew just what to do 
and how to do; but some of us had to learn, which 
we did by observation, asking a great many ques- 
tions, and experience. 

On Saturday we went about 25 miles and pitch- 
ed our tents on the premises of Bro. S. W. Crewd- 
son, whom every one calls Major. Here we en- 
camped till Monday morning. On Sunday at 11 
a. ni. and 8 p. m. we had services in a school 
house, Bro. Wolfe preaching in the morning and I 
in the evening. There waB a fair attendance and 
a good interest. 

When Monday morning eame we were all up 
early and very eager to pursue our journey. We 
passed Milton, Bro. Morrill's, and a goed many 
other places ; climbing mountain spurs, passing 
through small valleys, stirring up and snuffing 
dust, as though we all admired it. This lasted 
for a few days, during which time we passed 
through Altaville, Angels, Valley Cedar, Douglas, 
and Murphy s. These are all mining towns ; and, 


